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Happy New Year to all.  I hope your holidays were healthy and happy.  

 

Well, winter has arrived and our snow and ice workers have been getting quite 

a workout with the significant first snowfalls of 2011.  Several Main Office Ex-

ecutives had a chance to ride in a snow plow during the most recent snow event 

and they have nothing but accolades for our plow drivers and the entire snow 

and ice operation.  This was a great opportunity to demonstrate the challenging 

winter work our people do. Our thanks to our RDO, Mike Johnson, and the Al-

bany Residency for making all the arrangements.  

 

You all weathered a pretty tough year in 2010 and 2011 is likely to present 

more challenges for us as public servants.  We are again being asked to do more 

with less.  The new administration has taken charge and our new Commis-

sioner, Joan  McDonald, will be on board soon.   We will be in transition mode 

for a while but I have seen our work force adapt to changing conditions before 

and I am  sure we can continue the Regionõs excellent reputation for getting the 

job done and getting it done well.  Our partnerships, both internal and external, 

will be increasingly important as we move forward.  The current difficult fiscal 

conditions have actually fostered more commitment to coordination and coop-

eration among entities.  

 

I am very sorry that our Region lost two employees to the December layoffs, but 

I am pleased to report that each of the individuals landed a new position before 

Dec. 31.  Our work force is reduced but we have had very talented people take 

on jobs in òActingó titles and we have been able to fill some key positions.  We 

are also re-structuring in some areas to better address program needs.  I truly 

appreciate how many people have stepped up to handle demanding duties. This 

will be a tough year but Iõm confident Region 1 will make it a good year. 

 

As always, thanks for the good work you do for the people of our State.  

 

Mary Ivey  



Region One 

would like to Welcome Home  

and thank Ken Relation  

for his service over seas.  

We are all happy you are home 

safe and sound!!  
(AboveñMichelle and Ken Relation)  
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On September 29, 2010 Regional Director Mary Ivey participated 

in a bridge inspection with Jim Bridges and Bill Stachnik at the 

Route 50/CP Rail site in Saratoga County. (BIN 1026360)  

 



MESSAGES FROM HAPPY CUSTOMERS 

 
The following data was entered at NYSDOT.gov 
 
Name -  
Address -  
Email Address - 
Comment Topic - NYSDOT COMMENT - Highways/Roads 
Question or Comment - 

I drove from Settles Hill RD (off Rte 20) to St. Peter's Hospital and back today for work and thought 

you did a great job plowing.Thank you!!!  

 The following data was entered at NYSDOT.gov 
 
Name - Kim  
Address - Schenectady 
Email Address -  
Comment Topic - NYSDOT COMMENT - Highways/Roads 
Question or Comment - 
I think you did a great job today during the storm keeping the roads cleared.   
No other state can compete with our NYS road crews. 
 

Thanks!  
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Dear Colleagues,  

 

We are pleased to announce that the 10 th  annual Capital District Construction Ca-

reer Days (CDCCD) will be held on April 27 -28, 2011, at the Eastern New York La-

borersõ Training Facility in Glenmont.  This yearõs event promises to build on last 

yearõs tremendous success that exposed over 900 area high school students to the 

many opportunities available in the construction industry.  

 

During the two day event, students are allowed to operate various pieces of equip-

ment, such as skid steers, mini -excavators and backhoes.  They experience hands -on 

exhibits in various areas, such as survey operations, crane simulation, perform 

sheet-rock and taping, and many other construction related crafts.  In addition, stu-

dents are exposed to a career fair hosted by representatives from the Contracting 

Community, Unions, State Agencies and Trade Organizations.  The students are 

also made aware of the importance of Work Zone Safety and the consequences of 

distracted driving through Safety Videos, the Seat -Belt Convincer and numerous 

handouts and displays.  Due to the growing success of this event, there is an in-

creased need for volunteers to be Tour Guides and Equipment Operators.  

 

Tour Guide : Students are broken down in groups of 10 -15 as they exit 

the bus.  A tour guide is assigned to each group and is given a sched-

ule. The day consists of 4 activities: exhibit hall, heavy equipment, 

hands -on demonstration and lunch.  

 

Equipment Operator :  Must be experienced in the operation of vari-

ous heavy highway equipment, such as Backhoes, Excavators, Dozer, 

etc.    Each Operator is assigned a piece of equipment.  Under the di-

rect supervision of the Operator the student will be allowed to oper-

ate the equipment on their own.  

 

If you have volunteered in the past, we hope you will again this year.  If you have 

never experienced CDCCD, itõs an event you wonõt want to miss.   To sign up to be a 

Tour Guide or Operator for this event please contact Barbara Mosher, Co -Chair of 

CDCCD at bmosher@dot.state.ny.us 

 

Thank you for your anticipated involvement and hope to see you there!  

 
John Grady 

JOHN GRADY  

Regional Construction Engineer  

 

CONSTRUCTION CAREER DAYS 

 

mailto:bmosher@dot.state.ny.us


              

The IT Corner 

 
Did you knowé here are some shortcuts to make life easier in Outlook: 

- CTRL + 1 will take you to your mail 

- CTRL + 2 will take you into your calendar 

- CTRL + Shift + F will open an advanced find box (for searching for emails, etc)  

- Your windows key + L will lock your computer for you 

 

 

 

                                                                                                    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don®t take matters into your own 
hands¤before you become upset with 

your IT equipment call  
(518) 485-8111 or 1-888-664-9343 

 
The ITD Help Desk may be able to 

resolve your problem at the time of the 
call or they®ll refer your ticket to the 

Region 1 IT group for resolution.  

If you have questions or topics that you 
would like to see addressed in the IT Corner, 
please send an email to: dot.dl.R01.ITD and 

give us your suggestions 
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RECOGNITION LETTERS  
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A Special Thank You to April Steward and Tracy Balogh for  

organizing the Thanksgiving Food Drive.  
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We also want to Thank Marian Tompkins for all her work with the Region One 

Blood Drives and the Fundraising she does for the Ronald McDonald House.  

Thank You!  

 



Lets Keep On Giving!  

The next Red Cross Blood Drive  

Is 

 

February 16, 2011  
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CERTIFICATES & AWARDS  

Winter 2011  

This affirms that the Route 22 Slope Re-

pair Project has obtained the CERTIFIED 

level of Transportation and Environ-

mental Sustainability.  

 

Rich Filkins is the Project Manager  

Ian Ross is the Designer  

This affirms that the Route 2 Small Cul-

vert Project has obtained the CERTIFIED 

level of Transportation and Environ-

mental  Sustainability.  

 

Denise Authement is the Project Manager  

Dave Robertson is the Designer  
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This affirms that the Route 9N over 

Hudson River project has obtained the 

CERTIFIED level of Transportation 

and Environmental Sustainability.  

 

Vic Pulsifer is the Project Manager  

Heather Petticrew is the Designer  

 

This is to certify that the Glenridge 

Road Reconstruction & Route 146 

Slope Repair project has obtained the 

SILVER level of Transportation and 

Environmental Sustainability.  

 

Scott Nowalk is the PM for Glenridge 

Rd site  

Rich Filkins is the PM for Route 146 

site  

Yan Babichenko is the Designer  
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TURKEY BOWL 2010  

On Friday, November 19, Region One held its annual òTurkey Bowl.ó  A total of 

149 bowlers and a number of guests invaded Boulevard Bowl in Schenectady, 

closing that venue to all but regional friends and family. Judging by the many 

smiles, a very enjoyable time was had by all. Our thanks go to Designõs Jason 

Waters and Corey Barringer who organized and ran the event. Thanks also to 

Master of Ceremonies Pat Barnes who awarded the 38 door prizes. But our spe-

cial thanks go to the team composed of Karen Jennings, Tracy Kuc and Reed 

Sholtes who worked very hard and took the time to raise $400 through the 50 -50 

raffle, $200 of which will be presented to the Ronald McDonald House. Good 

work everyone and a big òthank youó to all involved. 

Winter 2011  Page 14 

 


