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This was supposed to be a spring greeting but here it is July and our sum-

mer has officially begun.   After such a long, cold winter and a very wet 

spring, I think we are all ready for some warmth and sunshine.  

  

My thanks to all who worked on our snow and ice operations this win-

ter.   Everyone did a great job under some pretty tough circumstances and 

with fewer people to share the load.   We were under a lot of scrutiny from 

the new administration and I believe we consistently got high marks for our 

work performance.   Our new Commissioner, Joan McDonald, and I went for 

a snow plow ride just a few days after she joined the agency and she was 

very impressed with the competency of our drivers and the challenges they 

face. 

  

I want to also thank all of our people in Region 1 for the positive and produc-

tive work that continues to get done despite the ongoing fiscal crisis that our 

State faces.  We have weathered the threat of extensive layoffs and are 

hopeful that contracts can be approved and future layoffs avoided.   For now 

we have to try to stay focused on the jobs we do and the mission of the 

agency.  We will need to help our co -workers who would have been directly 

impacted by the proposed layoffs overcome the scare .   The challenges pre-

sented by the struggling economy will continue to be a part of our everyday 

work lives.   We will meet those challenges and get through this by support-

ing one another.  

  

I hope the summer is long and warm and safe for you and your families.  

  

  

Mary Ivey 
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ESSEX COUNTY FLOODING 

This past Spring, Essex County experienced record flooding and water levels on Lake Champlain due to the rapidly 

warming temperatures melting an especially large snow pack from a heavy Winter snowfall combined with several 

days of heavy rain.  

 

In the early hours of April 27, 2011, we began getting reports from the western portion of Essex County of rising wa-

ter levels on streams and rivers.  At 2 a.m., Route 9N between Jay and AuSable Forks was closed due to flooding.  

This road closure was quickly followed by the closures of Route 9 south of Elizabethtown, Route 86 between Lake 

Placid and Wilmington, Route 9N south of the Village of Port Henry, and Route 185 (the road to the Crown Point 

Bridge).  As the next few days progressed, at least half of the bridges on the State highway system had water at least 

to the bottom of the girders or on the bridge deck itself.  The local county and town road system was also inundated 

by flood waters at several locations, including a bridge in the Town of Moriah that was washed away.  Essex County 

DOT maintenance forces spread out around the county and made dozens of emergency repairs to address pavement 

and slope failures.  

 

After a brief lull for the weekend (April 30 to May 1), the heavy rain resumed and water levels that had been going 

down, reversed themselves and went higher than their previous levels.  On May 4 th , Lake Champlain reached an all 

time water level elevation of 103.10 feet, which is more than 3 feet above flood level.  The USGS reported that due to 

the high water level, Lake Champlain was nearly 70 square miles larger than normal.  

 

 Our staff was assisted by volunteer DOT maintenance staff from Schenectady, Greene, Albany, Rensselaer, and 

Washington counties.  The Regional Damage Assessment Teams were deployed for the first time and they surveyed 

damaged areas throughout the County and provided invaluable information.  Also, the Emergency Contract was acti-

vated and Regional Construction staff reviewed several locations to asses whether they met the criteria to have the 

emergency contractor perform repairs.  

 

At last count, there are at least 50 sites on the State highway system in Essex County that sustained damage.  The 

estimated cost to repair the damage is more than $500,000.  Essex County DOT Maintenance forces will be occupied 

making repairs to these sites for the remainder of the Summer.  

 

Governor Andrew Cuomo visited Essex County on April 29 th  to survey the damage and shortly after that visit, de-

clared Essex County a flood disaster area.  That move was followed by the Presidentõs signature of a disaster declara-

tion for Essex County.  

 

In an unprecedented move, the Governor committed NYSDOT to step in and officially work to repair/rebuild sections 

of the local highway system.  Essex County DOT forces worked to stabilize a 300 -foot-long section of the main sani-

tary sewer trunk line in the Town of Moriah that had become exposed when the Broad Street Bridge was washed 

away.  Those forces also worked to repair/rebuild Jay Mountain and Lincoln Hill Roads in the Town of Jay, which 

had been completely washed away.  The emergency contractor repaired Crowfoot Pond Road in the Town of Moriah, 

which also was washed away.  

 

We were finally able to open our last section of flooded roadway, Route 9N south of the Village of Port Henry, on 

June 17 th .  This section of highway had been underwater for 51 days.  

Rte 185ñBridge Road  
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Rte 86 Wilmington Notch  Rte 86 Wilmington Notch ñStillwater Flats  

Rte 185 Flooding  
Rte 9N between Jay and Ausable Forks  

Rte 9N Flooding  

Essex County DOT would like to thank our co-

workers from other counties that helped us dur-

ing the Flooding of 4/27/11:  

 

Mark Wertman, Alan Berg, Steve Kane, Mark 

Vanwagenen, Bill King, Bob Job, Chad Baudy, 

Kevin Sheldon, Rick Leonard, John Bailey, David 

Porlier, David Crossman and Dan Fish  


