
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 I am pleased to have the Region One newsletter back in production. My 
thanks go out to Dottie Dutton, Mike Stella and Cherie Argotsinger for 
taking on the responsibility of publishing this important communication tool. 
 
 It has now been six months since I joined you here at Region One. Many of 
those months were cloaked in winter weather but spring has finally arrived! 

Along with the arrival of spring comes our construction season. I implore all of you to set good 
examples in your travels by slowing down and paying attention in all work zones. For many of 
us sitting at our desks, we may not fully appreciate what it is like to have our work setting on a 
busy highway. This past year was not a very successful year for our Region for accidents 
involving department employees on the job. I ask for everyone’s vigilance in avoiding incidents 
while you are engaged in your job activities. Safety is always important and we need to do 
everything we can to stay focused on this objective. 
 
 I have learned much about the Region and its wonderful staff in my six months. Some of 
these observations are: this Region is a fishbowl and I did not fully grasp what that meant. I do 
now. The Region is beautiful – from the High Peaks to the pristine valleys with communities that 
time forgot, from the Catskills to the cities of the two rivers, this is truly a collection of eight 
counties which has no peer. Our needs are great and we are woefully under-resourced to address 
them. We have talented and dedicated employees. Every day it seems I am impressed by an 
individual or a group who have done a terrific job or accomplished much with little. A reason for 
optimism – this Region holds great promise and potential – there is an active economic 
development environment and the towns, villages and cities within our region are progressively 
embracing ideas for a sustainable quality of life for the area. 
 
 Even with the optimism I have for the future, there looms a fiscal reality that casts a very 
dark shadow over transportation financing and balanced budgets. New York State’s finances, 
like many levels of government, is feeling the effects of spiraling costs and diminishing fiscal 
resources. Our elected officials, both at the federal and local level, have some difficult decisions 
ahead. We must always remind ourselves, our colleagues and families of the importance of 
transportation and the need for increased investment to sustain the mobility so important for our 
future as a family, a community and a nation. 
 
 
           Brian  
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REEP AWARD PRESENTED ON 
MAY 1, 2008 TO DONNA O'KOSKY 

 
On April 9, 2008, Assistant Drill Rig Operator Joe Parisi had his high 

visibility safety vest caught on a piece of spinning drilling equipment and 

pulled him toward the drilling equipment.  Donna O'Kosky (Drill Rig 

Operator) immediately put the drill rig in neutral stopping the drilling 

equipment before Parisi got pulled into it. Donna's attentiveness and quick 

reactions prevented a serious injury to a member of her drilling crew.   



 

WELCOME TO THE REGION’S NEWSLETTER 
Dorothy Dutton, Administrative Services 

 
 In January 1992, Region One issued our first newsletter with 
Teresa Barber overseeing the publication and distribution. 
Teresa did a great job until her retirement in December 2006.  

Since then it has been difficult to get anyone to agree to take 
over the task of this endeavor, but finally, here we are.  The Haywire's staff consists 
of Mike Stella from Planning, Cherie Argotsinger from Administrative Services, 
and myself.  We are working hard to bring our newsletter back, and with your help 
we can make it a success.  
 
 We all have to thank Teresa Barber for the great job she did for the fourteen 
years she handled the newsletter, and especially for having the good judgment to 
save all of the past issues.  We have a wealth of material that we can use for future 
issues. 
 
 What is vital to our success is your active participation.  If you 
have any news items that you would like to see printed in the 
newsletter, please send it to one of us.  We are counting on the 
TOA2’s in the Residencies, Bridge Maintenance and Fleet 
Administration as well as people from the various groups in the 
Regional Office for their input. We hope to be getting some news 
from our retirees for future issues.  It will be nice to know what these lucky people 
have been up to since they left us.  If you have any suggestions on how we may 
improve our publications, please let us know. Maybe there is something you would 
like to see added to the newsletter. Also, let us know how often you would like to 
see the newsletter published (bi-monthly, quarterly, etc.).  Remember, pictures are 
always welcome (don't forget to identify individuals).   
 
 We hope you enjoy the new “Haywire”.  Comments and suggestions are 
always welcomed. 



 

Employee Activity… 
 
 

Welcome to the Region One Family: 
Washington County Residency:    
James Austin, Leslie Peterson, Suzanne Holdridge, Joseph Bennett 
 
Schenectady County Residency: 
Richard Bruhns, Daniel Hladik, Matthew Wiltsey, Brian Yager 
 
Rensselaer County Residency: 
John Fisher, Fred Toohey, Kevin Sagendorf, John Bailey,Brian Jones, Wayne Keyes,  
Mike Nash, Todd Gorman, John Richardson, Dan Burl, Mark Herrington 
 
Albany County Residency: 
George Treacy, Fred Lake, Ronald Wood, Erik Westerndorf, Chris Dominiski,  
Jason Scheilding, Iris Singer, Adam Groesbeck, Lee LaBelle 
 
Warren County Residency: 
Jim Davis, Lee VonHatten, Jarod Beadnell, Kyle Hubbell, Will Rounds 
 
Greene County Residency: 
Peter Beeman, Brian Byrne, David Hilderbrand, Chris McCormick, Ed Hungerford 
Special Thanks to Temp. Employees at Greene County Residency:    
William Jones, Doug Teetsel and Jeremy Sala 
 
Construction: 
Michelle Tetlak, Mike Juliano, Bruce Pelton, Justin Velicky 
 
Maintenance: 
Robert Kitchen, Dawn Prevendoski 
 
Design: 
Todd Hill, Andy Neznek, Brian Smith, Susan Wolfe, Check Denison, Ian Ross,  
Gaetano "Guy" Tedesco, Alia Constantino, Michelle Rhodes, Alexandra Morgan,   
Rich Warren, Steve Allocco, Todd Dockstader, Lenora Kirby, Corey Barringer,  
Heath MacNeil, James Fredericks, Jonathan Golon 
 
Planning: 
Donna Goyer, Pat VanKeuren 
  
 
 
 



Congratulations on Your Promotion: 
Rensselaer Co. Residency:  
Bob Winans to TME2, Vicki Kane to TOA2 
 
Maintenance: 
Jan Meilhede to TME3 
 
TMC: 
Christopher Quay to SET  
 
Schenectady County Residency: 
Richard Sowle, to HMW2 
 
Greene County Residency: 
John Izzo to TME1 

 

 
Administrative Services: 
Paula Laime to Associate Personnel Administrator 
Janet Brown to Administrative Assistant Trainee 1 
 
Construction: 
Kevin Wilder to CE3 
 
Planning: 
Jeff Ray to PET 
 
Washington County Residency: 
Michael Hunt to HMS1, Michael Tripp, Sign Crew Supervisor 
 
Warren County Residency: 
Dean Trumbull, HMW2, Scott Patrick, HMW2 
 
 

Congratulations on Your retirement: 
Schenectady County Residency:  
Nicola (Nick) Melillo, Ronald Barbic 
 
Construction: 
Paul Johnston 
Craig Beauchaine 
 
Rensselaer County Residency: 
Jane Hamilton, Gene Morelli,  
 
 



Saratoga County Residency: 
Jay Janczak 
 
Fleet Administration: 
Neil Sutton 
 
Design: 
Mike Strow, Teresa Barber, Don Clegg 
 
Greene County Residency:   
James Ruoff, Teddie Speenburg, Dennis Lucas 
 
Warren County Residency: 
Robert Morin 
 
Highway Maintenance: 
Joe DiFabio 
 
 

Sorry to see you leave: 
John Bouchard to OGS, Toni Daniels to Main Office, Thomas McNally to OGS, 
Deb Lolik to MO, Philip Philipose to Dept. of Public Service, Dave Rettig to MO, 
Alma Williams to Region 5, Charlie Dodge to Region 2, Michelle Relation to DEC 
 
 

Condolences:   
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������������	�������������� Congratulations to  
Lesley & Bryan Wiley on the birth of their son, Bryan Jr., on February 18, 2008. 
Warren Co. Residency:  Congratulations to Carly & Scott Remington on the birth of 
their son, Caleb. 
Washington Co. Residency:  Congratulations to Marilyn & Joseph Thompson on the 
birth of their son, Andrew  Joseph, born on September 30, 2007. 
Congratulations to Adrienne & Matt Powers on the birth of their daughter, Ayla Renee', 
born on March 15, 2008. 
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Congratulations to Andrea Becker and her husband, Jay Pokines, on the 
birth of their daughter, Hanna, born on December 5, 2007. 
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����������� Congratulations to Susie & Tim Olsen on the birth of their son, William 
Ryan, born in November 2007.   
Congratulations to Karen & David Williams on the birth of their son, Evan George, born 
in October 2007.   
 
Wedding Bells: 
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NYSATE/PEF/CSEA NEWS… 
 

PEF (PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL) Bargai ning Unit 
 
PEF is one of the largest local white-collar unions in the United States and is New York's 
second-largest state-employee union. 
 
We also represent hundreds of employees who work in private-sector jobs and local 
government agencies such as: Albany County Probation Department; Albany Housing 
Authority; NYS Canal Corporation; National Development and Research Inc; and, Lockport 
Memorial Hospital 
 
PEF promotes the welfare of its members by representing them on all terms and conditions of 
employment. We work to improve wages, hours, and conditions by organizing members, 
negotiating with management, and maintaining strong legislative programs. 
 
In NYSDOT Region One, PEF Division 258 represents over 300 employees.  These employees 
are on the staff of every major group within the Region:  Maintenance, Planning, Traffic, 
Design, Construction and Real Estate. 
 
PEF Division 258 shop stewards are Nick Stuto (Council Leader), Maria Harple (Assistant 
Council Leader), Steve Gadomski (Secretary/Treasurer), Mike Stella (Executive Board), Hans 
Dunderdale, and Jason Waters. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PEF Retirees 
 
I would like to thank those responsible for re-instituting the Region One Newsletter, and also 
for the opportunity to include information about the PEF Retiree organization. In this first 
article, a little about our organization, and how you can be involved. 
 
Our Mission: 

• Provide access to necessary, high quality membership benefits; 
• Identify critical issues on both the federal and state levels that may impact the 

pension and health care security; 
• Educate members about critical issues that will enhance their retirement; 
• Advocate and lobby on behalf of the members, for pension, health care, and 

economic security enhancements; 
• Work for the election of candidates endorsed by PEF and the PEF Retirees, and 

cooperate with the Regional PAC’s to support local candidates; 
• Coordinate with other organizations throughout New York State to further the 

aims of the PEF Retirees.  
 
Membership is open to all those retirees of public service in New York State (including M/C 
and CSEA retirees). Membership is also open to all PEF members within 5 years of retirement. 
 
Annual dues are $18 if paid through pension check deduction or $21 per year if paid by check. 
All PEF members who retire after April 2006 are eligible to have their first year’s dues paid by 
PEF upon receipt of a completed enrollment form in the PEF Retiree Office. 
 
Our local retiree chapter generally has 7 monthly meetings (Sept - Nov, Feb - May) and 2 
social events (party in Dec & picnic in June) each year. Meetings are held on the first Monday 
of the month (except for Sept, which is the second Monday), at the Pine Grove Methodist 
Church, on Central Ave, in Colonie. We have lunch, a short business meeting, and end with a 
presentation given by a guest speaker on a matter of interest to our retirees. 
 
Anyone having any questions about the PEF Retirees is encouraged to call the Retiree Office 
at PEF (1-800-342-4306 x289) or contact me at Vvillebob@yahoo.com.  Information is also 
available by following the Retirees link on the PEF website (www.PEF.org). For questions on 
local events or activities you may also contact our local Chapter President, Marje DeVoe, at  
mdevoe@pef.org. There is also a link to the local Retiree Chapter on the PEF Region 8 
website (www.PEF8.org). 
 
 
Bob Harms 
PEF Retirees Executive Board Rep. 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
LOCAL 676 

 
CSEA LOCAL 676 NEWS,  Dorothy Dutton, Local 676 Secretary 

�
Since it has been almost 18 months since we have had a newsletter, I thought I would take this opportunity to 
explain our CSEA local to the new hires that we have out there. 
 
As most of you probably know, DOT employees are represented by two separate Unions.  PEF represents the 
equipment trainers, and the engineering staff.  CSEA represents the majority of the Department’s employees 
(approximately 635 members).  Our local (676) covers the 8 Residencies in Region 1, Equipment Management, 
Special Operations, and the Columbia County Residency from DOT Region 8.  The Executive Board of the 
local is made up of 4 Local Officers, and 11 Unit Presidents. For the benefit of new members I have decided to 
list the Officers in the local.  Please make note of who is your representative in your particular location. 
 
Local Officers: 
Bill LeBaron, President     Phone:  584-3790, Ext 15 
Kevin Farley, Vice President          286-2300 
Dorothy Dutton, Secretary            388-0384 
Tom Edwards, Treasurer            873-2170 
 
Unit Presdents: 
Albany County   Joe Tanner  Phone:   765-2841/2842 
Essex County   Lisa Cole     873-2393 
Greene County   Charlie Raffianni    622-9312 
Rensselaer County   Robert Job     286-2300 
Saratoga County   Vince Redding    792-9291 
 *Schenectady County  Mike Holubek       393-0863 
Warren County   Derek DeHoney    623-3511 
Washington County   Randy LeBrun      747-4724 
Equipment Management  Mark Roy     237-5821 
Special Operations   Steve Towers       580-9725 
* Members in the Regional Office are covered by Schenectady County Unit. 
 
Our local is also looking for volunteers who would like to serve on one of the many CSEA Region 4 
committees.  We need people for the Membership/Organizing, Veterans, P.E.O.P.L.E, Human Rights, and 
Outreach Committees.  These committees meet at the Region Office in Latham once a month at the most. 
Meals are provided, and mileage is available to those members who attend.  If you are interested in serving on 
one of these committees, please contact Bill LeBaron at 584-3790 ext. 15. 
 
For our members who are Veterans, the 2008 edition of the “Federal Benefits for Veterans and Dependents” 
booklet is now available on-line.  The booklet describes benefits provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs 
along with resources to help veterans access those benefits.  It also includes information on programs and services 
for veterans provided by other federal agencies.  To view or download a copy, go to: 
http://www1.va.gov/OPA/vadocs/current_benefits.asp  



 

New High-Vis Apparel Standards 
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STROKE: Remember The 1st Three Letters.... S.T.R.  
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New Sign of a Stroke -------- Stick out Your Tongue  
NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: Ask the person to 'stick' out his tongue.. If the tongue is 'crooked', if it 

goes to one side or the other, that is also an indication of a stroke.  



If you are on a road to nowhere, find another road.  
~Unknown 
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New York State Employee Assistance Program  

The New York State EAP is a confidential assessment  and referral program that provides 
services as requested by employees. Service may inc lude:  

· assistance with family related problems  
· assistance with emotional or physical illness  
· assistance with alcohol or drug related problems  
· assistance with health insurance  
· information on resources for child care or elder care  
· legal and financial support services  
· workplace, health education and employee wellness programs  

Do you feel that you need to talk with someone? 
Our specially trained representatives can help you sort out your problems and find the help you need. For 
confidential assistance, call one our the Regional EAP representatives, Claudia Coffey (518-857-0135) or 
Joe China (518-887-1296) 
 



 

Tim Endress, CEM Greene County, son, Tyler,  
and 25 lb. turkey on Youth Turkey Day. 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��������������������� ���!���������������������
��� ��������������������������� ���!���������������������
��� ��������������������������� ���!���������������������
��� ��������������������������� ���!���������������������
��� ������

!���������������"!���������������"!���������������"!���������������"� ���
#������$��� �

�������
�
����
���
��
�
������������
���
���������� �������������
�
����
���
��
�
������������
���
���������� �������������
�
����
���
��
�
������������
���
���������� �������������
�
����
���
��
�
������������
���
���������� ������





��������!���"��������!���"��������!���"��������!���"� ���
#%������ �



���"��9��"���"���
� #���;��" #����������>��

 
 

� C
�$�����&?�;�&+��&''(�� �����8�<''� �� ��
���� ������ ��� �
�� �������
���
����
��������, �� �$

 �����������)����������
��� ����
��������)����� ��
�������
�������/�"������J
��
�7���
�
��.���������
����
��
� ��
�
� ��
���������� ������ ���
������ ����� �� ������� �
�� �
 � �
������ ����� ���
��� 
������2���������������������� �������������2�� �������
������
� ��������
�� ��
��� ����� ����� ?<� �������
�� �������� 2���� �0���� �� ��� ���� ��
��
������ 
������������"����
�������
��� ����
��
� ��� ���
�
� /��������
�������
���
����
����
�����������
�����2 ����� ��
�������"���
�
�� �������� �
��� ���� 2����� ��� ��
��� ����
�� � � ����� � 5 ����
��� �������
�� ��
���
��������
����������������
�������
����2����H �� �����2����������
���������
������"��� ���� �� ��
�� ��� ����� � �� ��
��� 2���� ����� � ���
� �
� ������ 
���� ���
����
� �"� �� ���� 
 ���� �� �����
��������� ������ 
��� ��� ������"��� �
� ����
��
��� ����
��
� ������
�
� ��
��	����
�C
��������������������������������
��� ��
������, �� ��

 ���
�)��)� ���
�� �� � ��� � ������� � 7� �� � ������ ������ �5 ����
�� ��
�������
��� 
������ �
�� �� ��
�� �����������
� "������ 2���� H � �� �� ��2� ������ ����� � ��
	����
�C
�������������������2���������������������� ����
�
� 7��� �����2�
�� �2�� ������ ���� ���� ���� ����� 2���� ��� �
� ��� ����� ����9���
�)��)����
���
�
� 7������
�������"� ����
��� ����
��������)�����
��� �2��� ���
�"������
��� � ������ 
���������������
�����!��"������������ 
�������
��� ����
�C���������
�

 
 
 



Above: Students at Construction Career Days 
 
 
 

Below:  Left to right:  Richard Frederick, Regional Construction Engineer; Stan Gee, Executive 
Deputy Commissioner; Vicky Forando, Office of Executive Deputy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Above:  Commissioner Astrid C. Glynn with a group of students attending Construction Career 
Days. 

 
 

Below:  Albany Mayor Jerry Jennings with another group of students. 
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Dave Lammana, 

HMS2, and Brian 

Zeller, HMW2, 

along with the 

Colonie Animal 

Control Warden, 

recently rescued 

eight ducklings.  

The ducklings 

had walked up a 

culvert pipe to a 

roadside catch basin and couldn't find their way home.  After struggling with 

the bolts that hold the catch basin frame in place, and then opening an 

adjacent manhole, the ducklings were shooed to the awaiting wardens net.  

They then escorted the mother across Route 5, in the 7-lane section, toward 

the pond, with a cage full 

of the ducklings.  They 

were all reunited, even 

the pappa mallard, who 

appeared to be showing 

some tough love.  

Dave and Brian work out 

of the Albany County 

Residency at the 155 

shop in Colonie.  

 
 



 



 



 

 
 



 


