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Greetings to all 
 
It always seems to happen so suddenly.  The days are getting noticeably shorter, the tem-
peratures are a bit cooler and we start to see the changing foliage.  In my autumn message 
last year I noted the cool and wet summer that preceded the fall.  This year we had an excep-
tionally hot and dry summer.  The weather really has been beautiful and I hope you all had 
the opportunity to enjoy many summer activities with family and friends. 
 
Although the weather was lovely, the summer has been a tumultuous one for our Department. 
A very late state budget, the suggestions for ñshut downsò, furloughs and lay offs have chal-
lenged all of us over the last several months.   And now, with the onset of autumn, we begin 
to recognize the impact of the NYS Early Retirement Incentive (ERI) which has resulted in our 
agency losing over 700 employees across the state.  We, in Region One, are saying goodbye 
to 70 people who have opted to take advantage of the ERI.  I think we all share mixed emo-
tions as we see these employees enter into retirement.  We certainly wish them happiness 
and all the best but we know we will miss them as the friends and co-workers we saw every 
day.  Our work with a reduced work force will certainly be more challenging but I remain confi-
dent in our ability to move forward. 
 
Fall is traditionally a time to take stock of where we are and to set new directions for the up-
coming winter.   The Department as a whole will be evaluating new ways in which we can 
maintain efficiency and effectiveness in the many demanding services we provide to the pub-
lic. 
Each of you makes a difference in our Region and Iôm asking for your help in working to-
gether to meet the challenges that are before us. 
 
So, goodbye to our friends who are retiring.  Thank you for all your years of public service and 
for all the good work you have done for the people of the State of New York. 
For all of you who will be coming to work on September 29, thank you so much for your con-
tinued good work and commitment. 
 
I hope you and your families enjoy this autumn and let us all wish for a mild winter (sorry ski-
ers) that makes our snow and ice operations a bit easier. 
 
 
Mary Ivey 
Regional Director 



Batchellerville Bridge Ground Breaking Ceremony  

 

 Tuesday afternoon, August 3, the New York State Department of Transportation held 
an official ground breaking event to announce the start of the construction on the $46 million 
replacement of the Batchellerville Bridge, Saratoga County Route 98 over the Great Sacan-
daga Lake in the Town of Edinburg.  This event, and the new bridge construction has 
brought and will continue to bring news crews, reporters, and politicians to the Great Sacan-
daga Lake. The GSLôs 15 minutes of fame may last for three years until the bridge comple-
tion.   

 

Thanks to Carla Kolbe, Editor of the Sacandaga Express for the great pictures and article! 
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Jeff DeStefano, far right, of Harrison & Burrowes Bridge Constructors, cringes as his British bulldog Jiggs 

ñdecoratesò the podium.  From left to right, U.S. Rep. Scott Murphy, D-20, New York State Dept. of Transporta-

tion Regional Director Mary Ivey, DOT Acting Commissioner Stanley Gee, Edinburg Town Supervisor Jean Ray-

mond and Jeff DeSteffano.   
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New York State Department of Transportation Regional Director Mary Ivey, U.S. Rep. Scott Murphy, D-20, Edin-

burg Town Supervisor Jean Raymond, DOT Acting Commissioner Stanley Gee, and Jeff DeStefano of Harrison & 

Burrowes Bridge Constructors toss the ground breaking dirt.   

 

Jeff DeStefano, left, of  

Harriso & Burrowes Bridge 

Constructors meets with the 

Brownells of the Brownell  

Lumber Company 
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View of the Batchellerville Bridge 

 

Joe Cimino of CHA companies,  

with Jiggs 
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Corporate Challenge 2010 ðòTeam Roadkillò 

Top row, left to right :  Lori Abeel, Jason Waters  

Bottom row, left to right : Dylan Wilsey, Kyle Buying, Joel Wilsey, Lou Rehder  


